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fncé upon a time in the late 1980s, there existed a magical era known

for the emergence of ‘hair-metal’ bands, scrunched up fluore socks,
stonewashed jeans, and undsrwear worn on the outside. However for
guitarists (and Strat players in particular), & new era of pickup technology
emerged which changed things forever. Fender Music quickly recognised
thia talents of Don Lace Sr. when he'd designed the 'Sensor' pickup.
which had all the wondearful tonal characteristics of a classic singla coll
pickup but with almost zero extraneous noise. This maant that it was now
possible to dial in unholy amounts of gain without having to zplit pickups
or jump on the humbucker express to ‘Distort-ville’. Guitarists like Eric
Clapton and David Gilmour were some of the bigger names to amploy the
use of the Lace Sensor and featured them in their own signature models
at one point in time,

It would be aasy tn assume that Lace's own new line of guitars. were
somehow affiliated with Fender due to their ties in the past. However even
though there ara distinct stylistic similarities batwean the two, they are
compietaly independent companies. At first glance you'd think that Lace’s
Huntingtan, is simply anothear ganeric Strat style guitar but a few key
features giva this instrument its own identity, as well as a superb strest
price that not many others could compete with

First and foremost the Gold Lace Sansors are just superb. It'd ba safe to
say they are one of the most versatile guitar pickups on the market and
could be used in everything from sparkly clean surf to high gain sludge.
The output is no where near as raunchy as a Dimarzio XM2 or EMG 81,
but because the pickups are so quiet you can drive them incredibly hard
baefore the start to gat noiey. On a personal note, | used to have a set of
Gold Laca Sensors in my Strat when | first bought it. | regret replacing the
grigingl pickups in hindsight, as the tone was much claarar and more
versatile than my current pickup configuration.

DIALING IN A BIT MORE GAIN, BACKING
OFF THE REVERB AND PULLING DUT A
TOUCH OF MID, RESULTED IN A SUPERB
BLUES LEAD TONE THAT COULD CUT IT ON
ANY CLAPTON OR GARY MOORE RECORD.

Clean tones were crystal clear and noise-free, aven at the ear bleeding
volume. | couldn™ help but splash on a generous dellop of spring reverb
and get those classic 60s Calfornian spank tones happening. The bridge
pickup sounded bright and chimey when picked soft, but slicad with
aggression when digging into the strings. Interestingly endugh, this guitar
was made out of high grade basswood which is used haavily in Ibanez
guitars and on other ‘shred’ style instruments, being a pepular tons wood
due to it's light physical weight and even frequency response. 'd have to
say the frequency response in this case is extremely broad with the neck
pickup producing deep and rich tones all the way up to the high shrill of
the bridge pickup.

Dialling in a bit more gain, backing off the revert and pulling cut a touch
of mid, resulted in a superb blues lead tone that could cut it on any
Clapton of Gary Moore record. Increasing the gain to ‘ridiculous’,
angaging some overdrive and adding a big blob of middle and bass
produced a surprisingly gnarty metal tone which is almost unheard of with
a single coll pickup. | was able to chug, pinch, sgueal and even dive
bomb with the most muscular guitars on the planet. The response to
harmonics was unbelievable, as | was abla to hit natural harmaonics four
actaves bayond the high E at the 12th fret, just past the middle pickup!

The lavel of sustain was great for this sort of guitar, and this could be
somewhat attributed to the angled head-stock and fairly high action
{which is not always a bad thing), that resulted in a clear singing voica in
which to convey musical ideas. A graphite nut and custom Lace locking
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* High grade basswood body

* Maple neck with rosewood
fingerboard

* Three on a side chrome Lace

* 15 degree tilt-back head stock
* Vintage tremolo

+ § different colours available

+ Different colour pickguards

Locking Tuners are optional
* Black graphita nut # Lace hardease included
« 21 Nickel madium jumbo frets  » RAP 5848

* 3 x Lace Sensor Gold Single
Coil Pickups (all 6.0k)

tuners kept me wall in tune, and only minor tweaks were réquired
after wide whammy bar dips. The satin feel on the back of the neck
falt fast and silky and | encountered very little resistance whan
shifting positions with my left hand.

A blue tortoise shall Lace pickguard on the Olympic white body,
pickups and hardware makes for a classy look that would asily
extend beyond the ARF of anly $948 (which also includes a hard
case), which is pretty scary for a quality instrument with US
glectronics and hardware, aven in today's competitive market.

| really loved playing the Lace Hurtington Gold, and found it (o ke
incredibly musical, versatile and comfortable in my hands. | waukd
recommend these guitars to anyone wanting to get an axe that can
do almost avarything, and aren't afraid to crank up some gain and
rack aut with singla coll drive






